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–busted as a 10 year old listening in on Babas party line trying to figure out 
what neighbours were up to….

This ain't your grandma's rotary phone with a 
party line (though really, wasn't that the first time 

you did some social media stalking??)





Communicating
facebook 

twitter 
youtube 
blogging 

eportfolios 
snapchat 

texting 
even email



level one: newsletter
April 21, 2015
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Springtime in Sorrento
Lice continue to be an ongoing problem - please check your childs hair 
regularly - if  you need a “shampoo” please let Mr. Landy know - we 
have received a generous donation via NSSCR

Pokemon & other trading cards should 
stay home unless it is a “Pokemon Day” 
- which will be posted on Facebook & 
Twitter & school web page (announced 
day before a rainy day) IF students 
continue to ‘sneak’ them into school, 
we will not welcome them at all.

1135 Passchendaele Road    *     250-675-2311

@sorrento83      www.sor.sd83.bc.ca     sor@sd83.bc.ca

Our SD83 current Head Lice Policy 9070.3.e: students 
infested with head lice to remain out of school until they 

have been treated with a recommended agent or 
protocol to ensure that they are free of all head lice.

ePortfolio updates: 

- having troubles? Make sure you logout & login using 
this years login for your (each) child as a Parent  (this 
is most common - but next year starts ‘single login’)

- Mr. Landy will host a troubleshooting day in May (date to 
be determined) and will be available from 7am to 7pm

- Mr. Landy will also host a “Like/Don’t Like” evening 
separate from the troubleshooting day to provide parent 
feedback to Freshgrade (or email to sor@sd83.bc.ca)

- Can't make it? Survey optiom  coming home too!

DATES TO KNOW: 

Tues Apr 28 - all at 9am: PAC Meeting; Fresh2U 
Fundraiser arrives; RupLoops Performance

Mon May 4 - Bow Valley School Music 
Performance 9am

Fri May 22 - SAS Bands performance 1pm

Mon May 25 - Class Photos

Thurs June 11 - Spring Concert 

Weds June 24 - Final Assembly

Thurs June 25 - Last Day with Students



What are some ways that you 
connect with your school 

community? 



the archives
facebook/youtube/email



“Don’t have a Facebook page?….what if 
someone creates one for you….” 





–Eric Landy

“if schools are preparing students for the future, 
why isn’t there a course/class on youtube?” 



$3-5/1000 views…



email



the immediacies

texting/snapchat/voxer/???





texting in the classroom

• student coming to office 

• help 

• have you seen…..



any troubles with tech?

can’t always “unsend” 
snapchat * askfm * omegle

TOOLS VS TOYS





the tweet

21st Century Poetry









Who to start with

@technolandy       (shameless plug) 

@chriswejr            (BC perspective) 

@gcouros             (Canadian perspective) 

@daisydyerduerr  (US perspective) 

@justintarte          (things that make you go hmmm)



Chats to start with

#bcedchat        (Sundays at 7) 

#sblchat            (Wednesdays at 6) 

#bcpvpachat     (coming soon…!!)



The Back Channel

“Shhhh - the best secret about twitter” 



The Blog

21st Century Prose



DON'T. JUST. DON'T. 



REFLECTION
Thinking Q: what scariest consideration about 

starting blogging (or tweeting)?



“But as Arianna Huffington pointed out early on when she created her blogging outlet, the Huffington 
Post, people decided to partake in these acts of  social discourse because they found them fulfilling.63 They 
got the chance to express their ideas, tailor them for public consumption, and get feedback. This was a new 

opportunity for people who had previously spent evenings passively consuming what was fed to them 
through their television screens.  

“Before the Internet came along, most people rarely 
wrote anything at all for pleasure or intellectual 
satisfaction after graduating from high school or 

college,” 

Excerpt From: Isaacson, Walter. “The Innovators: How a Group of  Inventors, Hackers, Geniuses and Geeks p the Digital Revolution.”



180ish Day 
Challenge

I learned  
it's about relationships  

and  
the value of  reflection





Dear kids....
To whom it may concern...



Who to start with  
(reading)

technolandy.wordpress.com   (blog a day challenge) 

cultureofyes.ca  (SD45 Superintendent) 

chriswejr.com (the Wejr Board) 

coolcatteacher.com (Vicki Davis) 

pernillesripp.com (Blogging through the 4th Dimension)

http://technolandy.wordpress.com
http://cultureofyes.ca
http://chriswejr.com
http://www.coolcatteacher.com
http://pernillesripp.com


Who to start with  
(composing)

wordpress.com 

blogger.com 

weebly.com 

http://wordpress.com
http://blogger.com
http://weebly.com




The ePortfolio

21st Century Prose



EPORTFOLIO JOURNEY

Major shift from thinking in 
isolation to doing with a larger  

learning community (social media)   
and using transformational technology

Learning Community Discussions/Debates 
Letter Grades 

Descriptive Feedback 
AFL & Formative vs Summative Assessment 

Methodologies (started with 5, ended with one) 
How do we “do different” 

First Try - but not ready in 2008

1970-2010s

From before I was 
born, I was 

influenced by the 
educators around 
me  - questioning 

how we 
communicate the 
learning journey - 

from grading/
reporting/assessing/

evaluating/ 
curriculum and  

communicating it

Shifting from ‘reporting 
student achievement’ 

to ‘Communicating 
Student Learning’

Since we started with our ‘little 
project’ , over the past two years 

hundreds of classrooms  in BC and 
around North America have joined 

us in using eportfolios & technology 
to communicate curricular 

achievement  - no longer is it ‘just us’

from the journals 
of James Landy 1970

73%  B   Good Work This Term! 
85%  B  Work  Smarter Not Harder 

(from an old report card) 
Clear? Meaningful?  

Needs Personalized Descriptive Feedback







“Communicating Student Learning.” “REPORTING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT”



Lead to school discussions

• letter grades & %s?  

• descriptive feedback?  

• AFL & formative vs summative assessment 

• methodology?  

• How do we “do different”?



Why?

Daughter’s report card

• Leadership trip to China? 

• Trombone solo at concert? 

• Basketball double-doubles?



Why?

Son’s report card

• Work on General Anxiety? 

• 200+ original Pokemon? 

• Humour?
No “A”s,  yet…daughter 

considers brother ‘scary smart’…



Does the film 
school want:

Art & Film: A 
Creative Writing: 74.5% 

Or…



Does the 
medical school 

want:
Biology: A 

Chemistry: 74.5% 

Or... 
"I've been passionate to 

learn about the human body 
since grade five"



sample @freshgrade



Key (somewhat rhetorical) Qs 
Which communicates better on:

• Personalized learning (differentiated) journey 

• Student strengths (specialties) 

• Non-traditional/Disruptive work (#geniushour) 

• Assessment FOR Learning (not just ‘of ’) 

• What learners are actually doing... esp those working 
at 'different grade levels’ (including IEPs) 

• And...



Starting with the end in 
mind: 

have a goal

mine: in three years BC will be 
Report Card Free 



What is your digital 
footprint? 

thanks to @willrich45 @gcouros

What are you modelling? 



So…..
What are some ways that you might 

connect with your school 
community?

….gotta meet them where they are, 
not where you wish they were….. 
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